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• The emergence of Giorgia Meloni as representative of an interesting
combination between radical-right populism and mainstream
neoliberalism

• The opposition to Meloni’s government, including Elly Schlein’s
Democratic Party, Giuseppe Conte’s Five Star Movement and
grassroots movements



• No exceptionalism (“sick man of Europe” rhetoric)

• Italian political trajectory is a peculiar form of phenomena
characterizing European politics

- Dealignment

- New political cleavages

- Crisis of representation

- Crisis of social-democracy

- Tension between redistribution and austerity

- Populism and radicalisation of the right



Giorgia Meloni

• 1st radical right prime minister of the Italian Republic

• 1st heir of the fascist tradition prime minister of the Italian Republic

• 1st female prime minister of the Italian Republic

• 2nd prime minister of the Italian Republic without a university degree

• 3rd youngest prime minister of the Italian Republic (45)

• 1st lower-middle-class-born prime minister of the Italian Republic







How did we get here?





MSI

Italian Social Movement







Then, the economic crisis…



















2018-2022

• 2018-2019: Conte I government => M5S+Lega
• Sovereignism-immigration-EU

• 2019-2021: Conte I government => M5S+PD+Left
• Pandemic

• 2021-2022: Draghi government => M5S+PD+centre+FI+Lega
• Only Brothers of Italy in the opposition

















Two contingencies favouring Meloni’s rise:

• Decline of other right-wing leaderships (B., Salvini)

• Only significant opposition to Draghi government



The «responsible radical-right populist»
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• Small circle of loyalty

• Culture war

• Neoliberalism on steroids

• Isolated attempts of economic populism

• International «responsibility»

• Confrontation/negotiation with the EU

• Mainstreaming of the international radical right





• Attempt to both innovate and push to the left the PD

• Relying on mainstream centrist currents within the party

• Stereotipically portraied as «radical chic», «out of touch»,
«focusing on individual civil rights and not on socio-economic issues»





• Repositioning M5S as a credible centre-left force

• Competing with PD both on the left and on the right











• Weak and scattered grassroots response

• Attempts of «convergence»

• Divided union front



To wrap up:

• Meloni’s emergence is the result of short-term contingencies but also
of a long-term process of mainstreaming of the radical right and of a 

long chain of governments that failed in keeping together
responsibility and representativeness

• Her government is mostly based on culture war +  neoliberalism,
and aims to reproduce this axis at the international level

• Both parliamentary and grassroots opposition are divided,
with potentially fruitful attempts of convergence



Thanks!
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